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Hearing Aid Awareness Week Promotes Hearing Help
Livonia, Michigan, Oct. 3-9, 2010—The International Hearing Society (IHS) has declared October 3-9, 2010 as Hearing Aid Awareness Week. This event is recognized by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service’s National Health Information Center and is included in the 2010 National Health Observances Calendar. Insufficient consumer awareness of state-of-the-art hearing instrument technology and a general tendency to deny the presence of a hearing problem motivated IHS to dedicate an entire week to public education about the hearing help available to those in need.

IHS Executive Director Kathleen Mennillo says, “Help is available for virtually everyone with a hearing loss. The majority of hearing impaired persons cannot be helped medically or surgically. For most, hearing aids are the answer. Studies have shown that hearing aids have a tremendous impact on quality of life enhancement for users and their families.”

IHS President Chris Gustafson, BC-HIS, ACA, states, “Advances in hearing instrument technology allow modern hearing aids to dramatically improve sound recognition capabilities.  Only about a fifth of the nation’s 31.5 million hearing impaired citizens with a measurable loss that could benefit from hearing aids are currently using amplification. 

He went on to say that it is important that people know of the great strides hearing instrument technology has made in recent years. Gustafson cited advances in digital computer technology, improved identification of sound direction, more cosmetically appealing products and improved fidelity of sound in different listening environments as examples of recent improvements.

Started in 1995, Hearing Aid Awareness Week is celebrated throughout the country.

For the location of a hearing healthcare professional near you, call IHS’s Hearing Aid Helpline at 800.521.5247 or visit our website at www.ihsinfo.org. A regional listing of IHS member professionals and facts about hearing loss and hearing aids is available.

About the International Hearing Society

IHS is a professional association representing hearing healthcare providers worldwide. Founded in 1951, it has a long history of steadfast dedication to promoting and maintaining the highest possible standards for its members in the best interests of the hearing impaired it serves. Visit the IHS website at www.ihsinfo.org.
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